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ewish names, strange religious family artifacts, lighting 
candles at certain times and being admonished when 
asking about these things are very commonly shared by 
people with Anusim backgrounds.

	 Many with these backgrounds are aware at least in part of 
their heritage. Still a greater number of Anusim suspect, have 
a “hunch” or have something in their genetic memory that they 
feel connects them to a crypto Jewish past. Many have chosen 

to explore this possibility; 
many more simply don’t know 
where to turn to or how to 
start. The Anusim Center is 
dedicated to providing support 
in the form of education, 
research, and history for those 
seeking assistance in this area. 
The center was founded in 
2014 with this in mind.

	 I would like to take this 
opportunity to sincerely 
thank Rabbi Leon, one of our 
founders, to whom we owe a 
huge debt of gratitude. Under 
his direction the center is 
off to an awesome start with 
many exciting events coming 
up in the near future that will 
showcase and educate many 
about the Anusim and what 

we’re dedicated and committed to. 
To Rabbi Leon, this isn’t something 
he’s somewhat intrigued by, it’s 
a passion from his heart. I’d also 
like to congratulate and give my 
heartfelt thanks to our dedicated 
board of directors who have donated 
many hours of their time and other 
resources to helping us get to where 
we are and to paving the road for 
our future.

Bill Carvajal
President of the Anusim Center

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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elcome to the first edition of “Nashuva,” a newsletter 
dedicated to reach out to those that are interested 

in everything related to “crypto-Jews,” the “Anusim,” the 
“Marranos” and the “Conversos” from the time of the Spanish 
Inquisition. The word “Nashuva” is taken from the Book 
of Lamentations 5:21 where it reads: “Hashiveinu Adonai 
Elecha, v’nashuva: chadesh yameinu k’kedem.” “Return us to 
You, Adonai, and we will return. Renew our days as in days 
of old.” We don’t believe there is a more fitting title for this 
newsletter than our plea for G-d to return us to him… as in days 
of old.
	 But, who are we? Why are we publishing a newsletter? Who 
do we want to reach? For what reason? These and many other 
questions, will be answered through the pages of this first edition. 
In this issue, you will find out whose vision was it to reach out 
to The Anusim – the children of the forced ones during the time 
of the Spanish Inquisition. As you learn about Rabbi Stephen 
Leon, his story and his passion to reach out to the ones that have 
religious Jewish heritage and the historical items that validate 
their stories, to the ones that claim to have an “old Jewish soul” 
and are in a quest to discover their Jewish roots. Learn about 
his vision and mission to build a center where people can find 
the resources they need to learn more about this spiritual global 
movement, and network with people that have the same desires 
and share similar stories to yours.
	 Nashuva, was developed with the help of people in the El Paso/
Juarez, Mexico community who are heavily invested in finding 
their Jewish roots. In this issue, you will learn about The Anusim 
Center, its board of directors, read a message from the president 
and the history of Captain Lucas Garcia, ancestor of two of its 
founders and board members: Ralph and John Garcia. On page 6 

and 7, learn about the rituals and 
traditions of a Sephardic Passover, 
and the newest addition to the 
world of haggadot – The Haggadah 
of the New World, published by 
Gaon Books. On page 5, learn 
about the history of “Santa Ester,” 
the crypto-Jew Queen married to 
Persia’s King Ahasuerus. Esther 
became the savior of her people 
during her husband’s reign, and has 
been one of many revered Catholic 
Saints by “Conversos” throughout 
time. We remember Queen Esther during the Festival of Purim, a 
festival that was observed during the month of March at Jewish 
communities around the world.
	 We invite you to be part of this exciting new phase of the 
Anusim Center and its newsletter. If you would like to join the 
center find the membership application form on page 9. Your 
contribution will support the efforts to reach out to more people 
in our community and the entire world. Technology allows us to 
reach more people through our web page, we want to make sure 
our resources are available to those that are still seeking where to 
start, and for those that have a story to tell, you are most welcome 
to share your story with us!
	 Hashiveinu Adonai Elecha, v’nashuva: chadesh yameinu 
k’kedem. We shall return! A
	

Blanca Carrasco

d Mesage From the Editor   b
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 d Greetings From the Director   b

hirty years ago, I began a new journey of my life when I 
came to El Paso, Texas as the Rabbi of Congregation B’nai 
Zion. The path that I followed led me to a new experience 

which I never expected. The first week that I was in this new 
community, I met three individuals who had crypto-Jewish 
backgrounds. One was a practicing Catholic from Juarez whose 
grandmother had been lighting candles in a dark room of the 
house every Friday night, and offering a prayer in a language 
that he didn’t understand. The second was an attorney from El 
Paso who attended her aunt’s Catholic funeral, and then learned 
that she had Jewish roots when she saw that her nieces were 
practicing the Jewish traditions of mourning at their home. The 
third was a technician who showed me that although he was 
raised as a Christian, his grandmother had just given him a Jewish 
star and the rest of her grandchildren other Jewish symbols as she 
revealed to them her secret Jewish identity. 
	 These three unique experiences were just the beginning of what 
has become my passion, namely, teaching the Jewish and general 
communities about the phenomenon of the existence of the 
descendants of the Spanish Inquisition who are discovering their 
Jewish roots and at the same time reaching out to those who are 
interested in returning to their Jewish heritage. 
	 These three decades of my connection with the Anusim, which 
is the Hebrew word for crypto-Jews, has led me to many projects 
and activities in this field. The Hebrew word “Anusim” literally 
means those who are raped or forced to do that which is against 

their will, which describes the heinous acts which the Church 
committed against the Jewish people during the Inquisition. Some 
of these activities have included an annual Anusim conference for 
the past thirteen years which has presented outstanding speakers, 
lectures and cultural programs; scholarly presentations, musical 
concerts, and art and photo exhibits at the Anusim Center, and 
Anusim tours of Israel. 
	 In August of 2014, the Anusim Center became the fulfillment 
of my dream as it was dedicated here in El Paso. The ceremony 
of dedication included dignitaries from Mexico, the Mayor’s 
office of El Paso, leaders of synagogues and many civic 
organizations. 
	 It is my hope that this exciting bilingual publication entitled 
“Nashuva”, which means, “We Shall Return”, will be an 
informative, inspirational, and exciting journal which will inform 
its readers of the programs, progress, and activities of the Anusim 
Center of El Paso. 
	 I thank Blanca Carrasco, our editor for her talent, time and 
expertise to make this newsletter a success, and I thank Blanca, 
Yoli Radcliffe, and Emanuel Velez, for serving on the newsletter 
committee and for all their time, guidance and advice. Please, 
read, enjoy, and be inspired by our very first edition. A

Rabbi Stephen Leon
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n this era of technology and the availability of online 
resources, surfing the web to learn about a topic – any topic- 
is a must for people. For those of us that are interested in the 

topic of “Conversos,” “Marranos,” “Anusim,” or “Crypto-Jews” 
and we type these words next to the word “El Paso, Texas,” you 
will find thousands of articles and YouTube videos pointing 
you to something in relation to such words. If you go a little bit 
further and search for the word Rabbi Stephen Leon, El Paso, 
Texas, you will find about 59,000 results in Google Search and 
over 881,000 results in Bing alone. 
	 Rabbi Stephen Leon has become a bastion for the Anusim or 
Crypto-Jews who are discovering their Jewish roots and seeking 
to “return” to Judaism. But who is Rabbi Leon? Rabbi Leon was 
born in Brooklyn NY and grew up in Bridgeport where his father 
served as cantor of Congregation Rodeph Sholom. He graduated 
from the Academy for Jewish Religion in Yonkers and served as 
rabbi of the Elmwood Park Jewish Center. Rabbi Leon became 
the spiritual leader of Congregation B’nai Zion in El Paso Texas 
in 1986, and two weeks into his tenure as rabbi he had his first 
encounter with a Crypto-Jew. An encounter that would change 
his life and propel him to become involved in outreach to the 

children of the forced Jewish converts by the Spanish Inquisition 
or, most commonly known - the B’nei Anusim. In 1999, rabbi 
Leon received a grant to visit communities in Europe where 
crypto-Jews have lived. His research and personal experiences 
with crypto-Jews in the Southwest, Mexico and Latin America 
will become the main stories documented in his -soon to be 
published book. Rabbi Leon has brought over 70 families back to 
Judaism; many of them from El Paso and the Southwest.
	 Because of his diligent and passionate work with the B’nei 
Anusim, Rabbi Leon introduced a resolution at the December 
2009 United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism biennial 
convention to honor and remember the victims of the Spanish 
Inquisition. The resolution welcomes the B’nei Anusim to 
Judaism and memorializes the suffering of the Sephardic Jews 
under the Spanish Inquisition as part of Tisha B’Av observances. 
	 Mention or ‘google’ the word Rabbi Leon from El Paso Texas 
among those of you seeking a way to “return” to learn more 
about the history and the amazing things that the visionary and 
founder of the Anusim Center of El Paso has done for many 
people in our area and other places of the world. A

d Who is Rabbi Stephen Leon?    b
by: Blanca Carrasco
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t’s a holiday that is marked by fasting 
and sincere regret over one’s past 
mistakes. But if you think that day is 

called Yom Kippur, think again. And meet 
the Purim of the Anusim – Spanish Jews 
who were forced to convert to Christianity, 
and who became the target of the Spanish 
Inquisition because of their secret loyalty 
to the Jewish faith. The Anusim became 
gradually accustomed to living in a world 
where secrecy was the norm and disguise 
was a way of life. To compensate, over 
time the Anusim began to develop their 
own unique culture, complete with special 
prayers and customs. 

Holy “Saint” Esther
While many Anusim living in Spain and 
Portugal retained the memory that they 
were descended from Jews, those who 
settled in the New World gradually forgot 
who their ancestors were. All they knew 
was that they had customs that were 
different from those of their neighbors – 
for instance, they didn’t eat pork and the 
only “saint” to whom they offered prayers 
was the Holy “Saint” Esther.
	 How did Judaism’s Queen Esther 

turn into a Catholic saint? According 
to Professor Janet Liebman Jacobs, 
who made an ethnographic study of 
descendents of the Anusim who live in 
the American Southwest, sometimes the 
only way that an oppressed people can 
survive spiritually is to disguise their own 
religiously important figures within the 
garb of the dominant religious culture. 
Since the Spanish settlers brought both 
Catholicism and the Inquisition with them 
to the New World, Queen Esther had to go 
into hiding along with the Anusim - and 
the holiday of Purim was turned into the 
Festival of Saint Esther.
	 One of the women that Prof. Jacobs 
interviewed, who lives in New Mexico, 
explained that the Festival of Saint Esther 
was mainly a women’s holiday that was 
dedicated to mothers teaching daughters 
the way to run a home according to their 
unique customs. It was also a day where 
an elaborate meal was prepared, which 
was probably a distant memory of the 
special Purim meal that their ancestors had 
eaten back in Spain or Portugal.
	 As for why Queen Esther was chosen 
as the symbol of Purim, and not her uncle 

Mordechai, who was the leader of the 
Jewish people at that time, the answer 
is simple. Esther had to keep her Jewish 
identity a secret in the royal palace; but 
once the wicked Haman put into motion 
his plan to annihilate the Jewish people, 
her life, too, was in great danger. Queen 
Esther therefore became an inspiring 
role model for the Anusim, both for her 
courageousness and because she also was 
a Hidden Jew.

These Days of Purim ...
Although much of their Jewish heritage 
was lost over the centuries, the Anusim 
never forgot their connection to Queen 
Esther. And so in one way or another 
-- and in unexpected places such as 
New Mexico or Peru -- the words of the 
megillah are still being fulfilled: “These 
days of Purim will never leave the Jews, 
nor will their remembrance ever be lost 
from their descendants.” A

Reprinted with permission from Aish.com 
http://www.aish.com/h/pur/t/dt/83867402.
html 

d Purim and Spain’s Hidden Jews    b
by Liby Astaire
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d Sephardic Traditions for Pesach   b
by Albert Askenazi

ephardic and Ashkenazic Jews have different customs and traditions, but we share the same: one G-D, one Faith, one History, one 
Torah, one Shabbat.
The Sephardic custom and traditions below are very ancient, they go back at least a thousand years, I learned them from my 

parents, who came from Aleppo, Syria, also known as “The city of the Scholars.” They call the Passover dinner  or Pesach Seder “Yehi 
Ratzon Milefanejah,” “May it be G-d’s will,” because when we said the blessings for the Passover foods, we always ask for the divine 
gifts of forgiveness, strength, peace, and happiness.
 	 In preparation to the festival, most of the families - a few days before Passover -  buy live chickens and get a visit from the Shohet 
at their houses, where they circle over their heads one of the chickens. Afterwards, they kill the chicken, as a symbol of Kaparah or 
sacrifice for each member of the family; a rooster for the males and a hen for the women.
 
At the Seder there are two main differences:
1. The re-enacting of the Exodus from Egypt.  We take three Matzah and brake the middle to form a Yod, then, we place them in a cloth 
napkin and fold it to make a little sack. When reciting “Ha-Lachmah Anya,” every male in the table take turns, putting the sack over 
their left shoulder, and recite : “MIsharotam serurot besimlotav al shimham, u Bnai Israel asu kedvar Moshe.” Then they spin the sack 
to the right shoulder, and they are asked these three questions:
	 - 	 From where are you coming?  The men will answer : “I have come from Egypt”
	 - 	 Where are you going?  The men will answer:  “I am going to Jerusalem“  
	 - 	 What are you taking with you inside the sack?  The men will answer : “Matzah and my Jewish history”
2. When reciting the 10 plagues, the leader will spill a bit of wine at the mention of each plague, from a special cup into a bowl that is 
being hold by few ladies, then the leader will wash his hands.
 
Below are the Special foods that the Sephardic eat at the Passover/Pesach Seder:
Charoset: Made with dates, wine, nuts, fruits and spices.
Dates (Whole): For peace, so our enemies should cease.
Rice: They must check it, clean it, and inspected 3 times for Chametz.
Kitniyot: Chick peas, green beans, lentils, rice, sesame seeds.
Olive Oil: Is usually used for cooking or frying.
Chicken, Beef, Or Lamb: For the main dishes.
Fish: As an appetizer or, as a main dish.
Meat stuffed vegetables:  Squash, tomatos, carrots, potatos, or bell-peppers.
Mix Vegetables: Leeks or scallions, okra, green beans, spinach.
 Pasover Desserts: Fritters, Bunuelos, Matzah-meal cakes, assorted fruits, dried fruits, figs.  

Thank you, and I wish everyone a Happy Passover/Pesach. A
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he New World Haggadah is the 
award-winning haggadah from 
Gaon Books. It won the award 

as the Best Book in Religion this 
year from the New Mexico/Arizona 
Book Awards and was a nominee for 
the National Jewish Book Awards. 
Hadassah Magazine called it “The must 
have Haggada” and also referred to it as, 
“One of the four noteworthy Haggadas for 
2016.” The New World Haggadah builds 
on the traditional Hebrew text of the 
haggadah adding poetry in English, Judeo-
Spanish, Spanish, Yiddish, and Aramaic, 
reflecting the language experience of Jews 
in the New World. This is the most recent 
addition to the rich Sephardic tradition 
of art haggadot that extends back 600 
years to Spain, including such beautiful 
examples as the Barcelona Haggadah, 
the Golden Haggadah and the Sarajevo 
Haggadah. The beauty and endurance 
of the Passover tradition is found in its 
continuing renewal, and each generation 
comes to the Seder in its own terms. This 
is a haggadah that celebrates the diversity, 
of our multicultural and polyphonic lives 
as Jews, honoring the multiple voices and 
ancestries that we are in word and image. 
	 Ilan Stavans, one of the pre-eminent 
public intellectuals and cultural 
commentators, who focuses on Latin 
American Jewish life has created a 
haggadah that turns poetry into liturgy 
and has drawn from his experience 
growing up Jewish in Mexico speaking 
Spanish and Yiddish and his subsequent 
experience as an immigrant to the United 
States. Gorgeously illustrated by Gloria 

Abella Ballen, it tells the story of Moses’ 
leadership out of Egypt to liberty using 
texts by Sephardic writers from Emma 
Lazarus to Judah Halevi, Angelina Muñiz-
Huberman, Joao Pinto Delgado, and Isaac 
Aboab da Fonseca, as well as legendary 
freedom songs like “Let My People Go” 
and the “Warsaw Ghetto March.” The 
traditional Passover story is narrated in 
English and Hebrew, syncopated with 
segments in Ladino, Spanish, and Yiddish.
Passover is as much a Melting Pot as we 
are and The New World Haggadah makes 
immigration and restlessness—yesterday, 
today, and tomorrow—its central motif.
	 Lisa Silverman of the Jewish Journal in 
Los Angeles interviewed Ilan Stavans and 
asked, “Why another Haggadah? What 
makes this one different from the others 
out there?”
	 Stavans answered,  “The mandate 
we have as Jews is for the story of the 
Exodus from Egypt to be retold every 
generation. The real Haggadah, the one 
belonging to all of us, is always blank, 
its pages ready to be filled out. As a 
Mexican Jew who immigrated to the 
United States, for years I have felt a 
more diverse, more pluralistic, inclusive 
delivery was needed. When I turned 50, I 
told myself: this is your time. “The New 
World Haggadah” is meant for American 

Jews in the 21st century. It connects 
us with the expulsion of the Jews from 
Spain in 1492, with Sephardic and 
Ashkenazic cultures, with the Holocaust 
and terrorism, with the Civil Rights era, 
with the Americas as a whole, with the 
endurance of the State of Israel, and 
with Yiddish, Ladino, Spanish, Hebrew, 

and Arabic. This is a Haggadah about Jews 
as eternal immigrants.”

	       b
Ilan Stavans is Lewis-Sebring Professor 
in Latin American and Latino Culture 
Professor at Amherst College. He has 
published dozens of books and numerous 
articles on Jewish life and Latin American 
literatures. 

Gloria Abella Ballen is an international 
award-winning artist and university 
professor, who has been lecturer on Jewish 
art, Jewish illuminated manuscripts, and 
her own work throughout the Americas, 
Israel, the United Kingdom, and China. 

                       b
The New World Haggadah can be ordered 
from Amazon.com or through local 
bookstores. ISBN: 9781935604440. 88 
pages. Full color. $18.00 Published by 
Gaon Books, 2016. Gaon Books is the 
leading publisher of books on Sephardic 
Judaism in the American Southwest. A

d The New World Haggadah     b
By Ron D. Hart
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ucas García is the primogenitor of 
my branch of the García family.  He 
was one of the original settlers of 

the State of Nuevo Leon, Mexico, having 
lived at the first settlement of San Luis 
and later being at the founding of La 
Ciudad Metropolitana de Nuestra Señora 
de Monterrey on September 20, 1596, at 
the same location.  He and his spouse, 
Juliana de Quintanilla,  along with other 
settlers, had accompanied Capitán Diego 
de Montemayor, his maternal grandfather,  
from their home in Santiago de Saltillo.
	 Two months later, on November 20, 
Montemayor granted to Capitán García 
lands and water rights on property to 
the west of Monterrey.  In time, those 
lands became the Hacienda of Santa 
Catarina.  In the 19th century it became 
the Municipality of Santa Catarina, Nuevo 
León.  Today it is a suburb of Monterrey.
	 Capitán García  was probably born 
between 1575 and 1577, according to 
Mendirichaga.  Others suggest that 
actually he was born around 1570 (I tend 
to believe the 1570 date). Though he was 
still alive in the beginning of 1630, he 
had already died by the middle of 1635, 
probably at his hacienda.  
	 He was the son of Baltazar Castaño 
de Sosa and Inéz Rodriguez, residents 
and original settlers of Saltillo, Coahuila 
in 1577. Don Baltazar was the mayor of 
Saltillo in 1583.  These had also been 
residents of San Luis.
	 The parents of Juliana de Quintanilla 
were Capitán Juan de Farías, old settler 
of both Saltillo and Nuevo Leon and 
Maria de Treviño, born April 15, 1558, 
in Mexico City.  All of Capitán  Lucas’ 
grandparents were Sephardic Jews, as 
were the ancestors of Doña Juliana.
	 As stated, Don Lucas accompanied 
his parents to the founding of San Luis 
in 1582.  His parents and Maternal 
Grandparents were Sephardic Jews who 
made the trek to “Los Ojos de San  Luis” 
(San Luis Springs) in order to be able 
to practice their religion openly.  They 
thought they were far enough away from 
the Inquisition in Mexico City in order to 
do so.  The practice of the Jewish religion 
was not perfect.  They had Tora, but they 
did not have any of the rabbinic writings.  
They tried.
	 Don Lucas lived at San Luis until the 

area was depopulated after the arrest of 
Luis de Carvajal, its founder.  I believe 
that his wife and her parents accompanied 
Don Gaspar Castaño de Sosa (his uncle) 
on his unauthorized trek into New Mexico 
in 1590-91.
	 There is no documentation in existence 
about why this man took the Surname 
García.  There is some research though 
that indicates that García was a common 
surname taken by Jews.   His full name 
at birth was Lucas García Rodriguez 
Castaño de Sosa.  He dropped the surname 
of his mother (Rodriguez) and of his 
father (Castaño de Sosa) because of these 
surnames  identity with Sephardic Jews.  
He thus adopted his Given Name as his 
surname.  This is all speculation, but we 
do know that after returning to Saltillo 
from San Luis his father also dropped 
the surname of Castaño and became just 
Baltazar´s de Sosa) .
	 I think that the surname “García”  is 
actually a diminutive of “Garza” (Crane).  
This is borne out by the fact that the 
family crest shows a small crane, i.e., 
Garzilla (see crest below).  Also, the 
name is spelled as Garzilla on some early 
documents.
				  

	 In the middle of 1624,  Capitán García 	
swore and affirmed in a testimonial,  that 
in an assault on his Hacienda of Santa 
Catarina, perpetrated by Indians, he had 
lost certificates “of the many and great 
services that in the course of more than 
thirty years I have performed for the 
Royal Crown”.   Also lost were documents 

concerning the different tasks given to 
him by Governor Francisco de Urdinola.  
Among those tasks was “the punishment 
that was given to the Indians that killed 
the priest Fray Martin de Altamira” in 
Coahuila 1697.  He was the founder of the 
Convent of San Andres in Monterrey.  He 
also lost testimonials in his favor taken 
from Governor Diego de Montemayor and 
Captains Cristóbal de Irureta and Diego 
Rodriguez. 
	 In the cited testimonial he stated further 
that he was “one of the best tongues 
(interpreters)  of the guachichila, and 
aquieté” languages.  He also, in the 
company of Capitán Diego Rodriguez, 
“my brother”, contributed to the 
pacification of a great number of people 
in Saltillo, “ today peace exists because of 
the services that I have contributed to the 
King, our lord.” 
	 In another document, Capitán García 
affirms that he “served your Majesty 
in this kingdom and that of Nueva 
Viscaya for more than thirty years, in the 
capacity of Capitán de la Paz, pacifying 
and reducing many barbaric Indians 
to the obedience of your Majesty, and 
discovering silver mines, clearing and 
farming  lands for the sustenance of this 
Realm.  And in sum, I have exposed my 
life to all of the dangers that have come 
upon me”.  He adds that “it’s been more 
than twenty seven years that I became a 
settler (of Monterrey) and I assisted with 
my wife and children, the first founding 
and settling of this city”.  
	 He sat on the town council of Monterrey 
in 1599, 1601, 1605, and 1606.  He was 
elected mayor  in 1602, 1603, 1607, 1611, 
1624, 1627, and 1628.  He was the City 
Prosecutor in 1616.  
	 According to witnesses of his time this 
hacienda in 1624 was “the best of the 
realm” because of its lands and water, 
its fortified home, wheat bins, etc. The 
place was worth more than ten thousand 
pesos and was one of the most valuable in 
Nuevo Leon. Was he a crypto Jew?  Can´t 
say, but we do know that my grandfather 
and father were both circumcised. A

d Lucas Garcia    b
by Ralph Garcia



9N  A  S  H  U  V  A     A    S  P  R  I  N  G    2 0 1 7

hhhhhhh http://www.anusimcenterep.org  ggggggg

The Anusim Center’s Mission  

The mission of The Anusim Center is to distribute information 
about the historical effects of the Spanish Inquisition on Spanish 

and Portuguese Jewry. 

To educate the descendants of the Sephardim who were 
forcibly converted from their faith or expelled from the 

Iberian Peninsula, and to provide a path of return to those who 
desire to reclaim their Jewish ancestral heritage. 

Produced by:
The Anusim Center of El Paso
401 Wallenberg, 
El Paso, Texas 79912
www.anusimcenterep.org

Director/Founder: Rabbi 
Stephen Leon
Co-Founder: Don Scharf

President: Bill Carvajal
1st VP: Ralph Garcia
2st VP: Don Scharf
3rd VP: John Garcia
​​Treasurer: Sam Cohen
Secretary: William Radcliffe

Board Members:
Leticia Briones
Marcos Briones
Blanca Carrasco
Cesar Carrasco 
Neorah Garcia
Alia D. Garcia-Ureste
Yolanda Radcliffe 
David Sabal
Gilbert R. Ureste
Emanuel Velez

Board of Directors

d Who Are We?   b

Nashuva Newsletter
Director: Rabbi Stephen Leon
President: Bill Carvajal
Editor & Graphic Designer: 
Blanca Carrasco
Printing & Mailing: 
H&H Printing & Mailing
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hhhhhhh http://www.anusimcenterep.org  ggggggg

n August of 2014, a dream became a reality when the Anusim Center of El Paso, Texas formally opened its doors to the public 
in a very moving and exciting ceremony. The Anusim Center offers the world a place where the history, culture, and influence of 
the crypto-Jews is presented through educational programs, musical presentations, lectures, film, food, poetry, art, dance, photo 

exhibits, conferences, guest speakers and genealogical research. Those who want to learn   and experience the world of the Anusim 
now have a place where a myriad of informational resources are available. Those of crypto-Jewish background are able to take courses 
on their history and on Judasim. Furthermore, those who wish to formally return to their Jewish heritage which was formally stolen 
from them during the Spanish Inquisition can do so through the guidance of the Anusim Center. 
	 Your support for the incredible efforts and achievements of the Anusim Center of El Paso guarantees  the continuity and success of 
this very important and vibrant resource facility for the world wide Jewish and general public. Please consider supporting this noble 
effort by becoming a member of the Anusim Center. 

The following categories of membership are available: 

Individual Membership $36
Family Membership $72
Supportive Membership $118
Sustaining Membership $518

Lifetime Membership $1036

	 For Further Information contact: Rabbi Stephen Leon, founder and director of the Anusim Center at 915-526-3693 or 
rabbisal@aol.com. 

d Membership 
in The Anusim Center   b

Membership Application for The Anusim Center of El Paso
Please send your tax deductible checks (U.S. residents). 

Residents of other countries outside the U.S., please send a money order to:

 The Anusim Center, 220 W. Overland Avenue, Suite A, El Paso, Texas 79902

Name_______________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________

Phone: ______________________________________________________________________

Email: ________________________________________________________________________

Type of Membership: ___________________________________________________________
 
Amount Enclosed: $ ________________________			 


